
19th Annual LON-CAPA 
Conference and Workshop 
Welcome! 



25 Years of LON-CAPA 

It’s our Silver Anniversary! 
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1992 

� CAPA (a Computer-Assisted Personalized 
Approach) is piloted in a physics class of 
92 students, using paper printouts and 
Telnet to serve and grade personalized 
homework 

� Multimedia Physics gets started with an 
NSF Presidential Faculty Fellow award, 
using SuperCard for electronic, interactive 
course materials 
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� Multimedia 
Physics 
receives 
NSF ILI 
award 
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� Version 0.5 of LON-CAPA released 
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USA: 108 

Canada: 7 
Germany: 3 

Turkey: 1 

Israel: 2 
South Korea: 1 

South Africa: 1 Brazil: 2 

Switzerland: 1 

Nigeria: 1 

Great Britain: 1 

Taiwan: 1 
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2017 

� 25 years is longer than any other 
comparable system I know off 
◦  So: no more “will you be there tomorrow?” 

�  Still: 
how do we ensure the next 25 years? 
◦  preserve value (content!) 
◦  be nimble (yet preserve legacy) 
◦  innovate (yet remain “enterprise level”) 
◦  continue to serve our users 



2017 

� Code-base: 
�  18 years old 
�  architected in 1999 
�  hard to modify/maintain 

◦  Evolution or revolution? 

�  Funding: 
◦ Not eligible for research funding 


